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What does JBA offer to children and young people 

with special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND)?
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https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/page/?title=Key+Documents&pid=3
https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/page/?title=Key+Documents&pid=3


Provision
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Dovedale

Parkway 
(KS4)

Northfield 
(KS3)

Hospitals 
and STP

James Brindley is a multi-sited, multi -provision special Academy that provides 
education for young people, aged 2 -19, whilst either in hospital or unable to 
attend mainstream school due to their medical conditions, special educational 
needs or disability.

Click on each site to find out about the provision provided at each Centre.

Home

https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=945&type=pdf
https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=946&type=pdf
https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=946&type=pdf
https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/hospitals
https://www.jamesbrindley.org.uk/hospitals


Types of SEN 
provided for

Communication and Interaction

Young people with difficulties in communication and interaction are
provided for across James Brindley sites. The Dovedale Centre is
predominantly for young people with an Autism diagnosis;
however, many have co-morbid conditions. Referrals to Dovedale
are made via SENAR as the centre is only open to young people
who already have an EHCP. The Northfield (KS3) and Parkway
(KS4) Centres also provide for pupils who may have an Autism
diagnosis, but not as their primary need. The young person does
not need to have an EHCP to be referred to these centres. All staff
receive a cycle of training to ensure all are equipped and possess
the required knowledge needed to work with young people who
have Autism. The teaching centres are currently working towards
the National Autistic Society (NAS) Autism Accreditation. There
are also identified Champion TAs who work with pupils around
their speech, communication and language needs.

ÅAt the hospital sites, all staff are also trained to deal with pupils 
experiencing these conditions. The Willows and Ardenleigh sites 
have already achieved the NAS Autism Accreditation.
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Types of SEN 
provided for

Cognition and Learning

James Brindley does not have any sites that are
specifically designated for young people with cognition
and learning difficulties, however a range of needs in
this area are catered for. At the teaching centres
(Dovedale, Northfield and Parkway), a range of
moderate learning difficulties are provided for. This
includes Dyslexia, Dyspraxia and other specified and
unspecified learning difficulties. Psychometric
assessments can be carried out by a specialist,
followed by recommendations in terms of strategies and
interventions.

In the Hospitals, the SENCo is a PMLD specialist who
has developed a new process for assessment to
evidence progress in a number of areas. Young people
who have PMLD needs and are in the hospitals or are
taught in the home are able to access an up to date
curriculum delivered by specialists.
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Types of SEN 
provided for

Social, Emotional and Mental Health
The Northfield, KS3 and Parkway, KS4 Centres are
predominantly for young people with a difficulty related to
their social, emotional and mental health. Referrals to these
centres can be made via FTB (Forward Thinking
Birmingham) or from their home schools. Young people do
not need to have an EHCP to be referred to these centres.
An up to date pupil-centred behaviour policy and Thrive and
Trauma Informed Attachment Aware (TIAA) approaches such
as Emotion Coaching are used to work with these young
people and the difficulties they face. This approach is also
used at the Dovedale Centre, where although young people
have a primary need of Autism, a co-morbid condition of
social, emotional and mental health difficulties are also
observed.

In the Hospitals, James Brindley staff work closely with NHS
staff in the psychiatric units at Parkview, BCH, Newbridge
and Ardenleigh to meet the needs of the young people who
experience complex mental health conditions. These staff,
as well as staff who teach within the home are also trained
using Thrive and TIAAS approaches.
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Types of SEN 
provided for

Sensory and/or physical
Young people at James Brindley have a range of
sensory and physical needs. Sensory needs relating to
Autism conditions are the most common needs
observed in this area. Staff at James Brindley are
trained to understand the extent of these needs and
how they can impact on learning. We also provide
education for young people with hearing and visual
impairments, being supported by the Sensory Support
service to make reasonable adjustments for these
young people.

There are young people with a range of physical needs
catered for at the hospitals. Again, although none of the
James Brindley sites are specifically for young people
with physical needs, staff at James Brindley work
closely with health professionals to ensure reasonable
adjustments are made to ensure the young people can
access learning.
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Interventions Overview

8

At our centres we offer a variety of universal,

targeted and specialist interventions.

Å Universal interventions are offered to all.

Å Targeted interventions are offered to

identified groups of pupils.

Å Specialist interventions are offered to

identified individuals and are delivered by

trained specialists.

Key:

TIAAS ïTrauma Informed Attachment Aware School

ASC ïAutism Spectrum condition

MHP ïMental Health Practitioner

SLCN ïSpeech, Language and Communication Needs

TAïTeaching Assistant

PM ïPastoral Manager

PDïPersonal Development

Home



Thrive

The Thrive Approach incorporates tools and training to help adults support the social and

emotional development of the children and young people they are working with.

It is underpinned by a theoretical base in child development theory and attachment theory. At

its heart is the understanding that all children's behaviour represents a form of communication

- of their underlying needs. If these needs are recognised and met, children and young people

will be able to flourish and learn.
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Behaviour 
Management

Embedded in 
Personal 
Development 
Curriculum

All pupils screened

Group Action Plans

WAVE 1

All Pupils

Thrive group in 
every Teaching 

Centre

Embedded through 
curriculum  

WAVE 2

Targeted 
Groups

One to one 
interventions

Individual Action 
Plans

WAVE 3

Targeted 
Individuals
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Support Agencies
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Support Agencies 
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Substance 

Misuse

Gender 

Identity

OCD

Exploitation 

Risk 




















